The God of Celebration

What are some times of celebration that your family observes?  What are some of the traditions that your family observes in those celebrations?  How do celebrations serve to fix those events in our minds?
A compendium of God’s Celebrations:
Exodus 12:1-14 – The Passover – What great event is being celebrated?  What are some of the things that they do in the celebration that help to fix that event in their minds and the minds of the children?

2 Chronicles 35:1-9, 16-18 – Why are celebrations important for national unity?  What events do we celebrate as a nation?  How does it help to form our national identity?
Matthew 26:1-2; 17-29 – How does Jesus redefine the Passover?  See also, 1 Corinthians 5:7-8.  Why is examination of oneself critical before celebrating the Lord’s Supper?
Nehemiah 12:27-30 – A great celebration took place, but what was the circumstance under which the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt?  See Nehemiah 12:4-17.  How does the celebration help to change the outlook of the people?  How were they likely to look back on the past now, with bitterness or more with fondness?
What things have Good Shepherd celebrated in the past?  Is opposition something to be expected when doing the work of God?  How can the past celebrations help us in the time of opposition?  What statement would be made by holding a great celebration in the midst of fierce opposition?

What are some other opportunities for Good Shepherd to celebrate?
We have taken a journey called 50 Days Ablaze that have focused on our mission response to the grace of God that is found in Jesus Christ.  What are some things that have blessed you during this mission journey and you have “celebrated”?

How can we insure that the celebration continues and the heart of 50 Days Ablaze continues?

