The Grace of Giving

2 Corinthians 8:1-12

What is a birthday or Christmas gift that stands out in your mind?  What made it meaningful to you?
What are some things you are saving for right now?  

How does the principle of living within our means open up the potential for greater giving?  In what ways can we live outside of our means with non-money issues?  How does that affect our ability to be able to be a blessing to others?

Read 8:1-2 – What seems to be antithetical to giving in this statement?  What can you conclude from this in regards to the attitude of giving… from where does that attitude arise and what gives power to that attitude?

Read 8:3-5 – When we look at only our ability to give, what might we be missing?  What spiritual truth in regards to giving did the Macedonians grasp that we can apply to our life and our church?
Who are they collecting this gift for (see 1 Corinthians 16:1-3)?  Who is our Jerusalem (hint they are coming to this church next week)?

Read 8:6-7 – Titus is sent to remind them of the need and to encourage them to complete this act of grace.  In what ways can giving more strongly remind us of and appreciate God’s act of grace?
Read 8:8-9 – How have you become rich through Christ’s poverty?  Just how poor did Christ become for us (see Philippians 2:5-8)?  No matter how much stuff we have in what ways do we remain impoverished?  What drives that poverty from us and in its place generosity flows (see Psalm 23:5-6, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10)?
Read 8:10-12 – Why is it important to complete our act of giving?  If a pledge is made and you are unable to fulfill it, does that mean God does not look kindly upon you?
Does the size of the gift make the gift more acceptable to God?  

Do you ever find yourself comparing your giving to the giving of others?  Why is that thinking flawed and dangerous?  How does knowing that God looks at your gift as acceptable not based on size but attitude free you to give your very best?
Pastor Lou Miller and his family will be sharing with us next week.  Jerusalem (Philly) has a need, how is God moving your joy in Christ to well up for our Jerusalem?

