Go!  

There’s a man overboard!

Pastor Barry writes, “I love the imagery of the church as a ship… we are to be a ship—not a cruise ship, but a rescue ship.  On a cruise ship, the goal is comfort and pleasure of those who are passengers—all the food you want to eat, games, entertainment and more then one can possibly imagine.”
Do you look at the church as more of a cruise ship or a rescue ship?

Imagine if you were on a cruise and you were up on deck for the evening snacks and dancing and in the water below you hear the screams of 100s of people drowning.  Would that be an enjoyable cruise?

What would a rescue ship look like instead?  What would it smell like?  What would the meals be like?  
What kind of ship is our church?

Genesis 6

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, [3] for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. 
22 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

Genesis 7

7:1 Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation.

23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

Genesis 8

8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided.

13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”

Notice God uses two “go” commands with Noah… go into the ark and go out of ark.  If the church is an ark, how do we enter into that ark (see 1 Peter 3:18-22)?
However, the ark is not where Noah was to remain (see Genesis 8:16).  For what purpose were Noah and his family to leave the ark?  For which purposes are we to leave the ark of the walls of the church (see John 15:15 and Matthew 28:18-20)?

In what ways can the command of our Lord be carried out within the fellowship of believers?  In what ways can the command not be carried out within the fellowship of believers?

What is most challenging to you about stepping out of the ark?

What power do we have as we “go” along the way (see John 16:7)?

Think of the most challenging person God is calling you to go to.  God does not want us to be on a cruise ship, but a rescue ship, so he sends us to people who we are not comfortable with.

How did he stretch Peter – see Acts 10:17-23?

How did he stretch Ananias – see Acts 9:10-19?

In what way do you believe God is calling you to be out of your comfort zone as you go on the rescue mission He has sent you?
