Ablaze
Learn!
What are some subjects you really enjoy learning about?  Why?

Have you ever been learning a subject and asked the question, “What’s the point?”  How does that affect your motivation to learn?
It has been said that learning is a life-long pursuit.  However, 2 Timothy 3:7 warns us about those who are “always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth.”  What enables us to understand the Biblical truths that we read and study (see 1 Corinthians 2:14)?

What important implications does the resurrection have for our knowledge of Jesus?
Because Jesus is alive among us we can conclude that we aren’t just learning about Jesus, but we can be actively ________ Jesus.  In fact, it is a life-long process in which God is transforming his followers to be more and more like Jesus (see Ephesians 4:20-24).

To learn of Jesus and learn from Jesus is not some academic pursuit for the Christian.  It involves the whole being.  It involves desiring to know him more and more.  To desire to be under His command and anticipating His next assignment.
Learning the Heart of Jesus
If you were asked what makes Christianity unique among all the religions of the world, how would you respond?

Let’s take a journey into the heart of Jesus.  Nowhere is His heart revealed more than in the parables he told.  Here are some examples:
Parable of the Lost Sheep – Luke 15:1-7 – Leaves the 99 to find the 1.

Parable of the Lost Coin – Luke 15:8-10 (contemplate verse 10 carefully) – Women overturns the whole house to find the one coin
Parable of the Lost Son – Luke 15:11-31 – The extravagance of the father towards the lost son.

Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard – Matthew 20:1-16 – Everybody gets the same pay, including the shiftless, lazy workers who were hanging around until the 11th hour.

What bothers you about these parables?

What blind sides you about the stories in these parables?  What do learn of the heart of Jesus?  When does your heart feel as if it is beating as one with Jesus?  When does it feel out of synch?
