Pray!

Matthew 6:5-14

Describe a time in your life when someone was praying for you and it was particularly meaningful.

Read Matthew 6:5-6 – Tiger Woods has been the only professional golfer in modern history to hold all four majors at once.  When Tiger was interviewed he said he had performed in public the way he practiced in private.  How should the private prayer of Christians define their public lives and not vice-versa?

Why is it so easy for us to take something like prayer and seek the approval of the crowds?  Instead, whose approval and relationship should we be seeking in prayer?

Reflect upon this statement from The Prayer of Jesus by Hank Hanegraaff.  “Pray is not a magic formula to get things from God.  Communing with God in prayer is itself the prize.”
Read verses 7-8 – How can you keep the praying of the Lord’s Prayer (or any prayer for that matter) for being a “babbling like the pagans”?
Your Father already knows, so why ask?  Consider what C.S. Lewis has said:  “It is not unreasonable for a headmaster to say, ‘Such and such things you may do according to the fixed rules of this school.  But such and such things are too dangerous to be left to general rules.  If you want to do them you must come and make a request and talk over the whole matter with me in my study.  And then—we’ll see’.”
Introduction:  Our Father in heaven

What does this mean?  With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.

How would starting a prayer like this be astonishing to the disciples?

Why should it still be astonishing to us?  

Are there some people for whom the father image may be unsettling?  What would you say to them?

First Petition:  Hallowed be your name

What does this mean?  God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us.

Why is starting with the holiness of God so important in our prayer life?

R.C. Sproul has said, “Where God is not respected, it is inevitable that his image-bearers will also suffer a loss of respect.”

Second Petition:  Your Kingdom come
What does this mean?  The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

Where is the kingdom of God and how does it come to us?

What implications does this prayer have for outreach (see 2 Thess. 3:1, Matthew 9:38)?
Third Petition:  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

What does this mean?  The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also.

What does Amen mean?  See Revelation 3:14 – How is Jesus the ultimate Amen?

Fourth Petition:  Give us this day our daily bread
What does this mean?  God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

In this petition we ask a gracious God for all that is necessary to sustain our physical life.  Food, clothing, shelter, etc.  Do you think it is easy for us as Americans to confuse the difference between necessities and niceties?  How can this petition help us to get our thinking re-aligned?
Fifth Petition:  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us

What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them.  We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that he would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us.
A four year old’s got this petition messed up and said:  “And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets.”

Does this petition change for focus in reaching out to those who don’t know Christ?

