Good Shepherd Advent Series 2003
The Three “Comings” of Jesus

Advent is a time when we reflect upon the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We reflect upon the length God has gone to restore us to a relationship with himself.  We reflect upon the depth of the gift he has given us in His Son.  We reflect upon the future return of Jesus Christ, and we reflect upon his coming into each of our lives personally.  Join us on this Advent journey, as you open your heart and mind to all God has given you and desires to give you in Christ!  We will reflect and meditate upon the indescribable mercy and grace of God revealed in the Jesus Christ in three devotions entitled “The Three ‘Comings’ Of Jesus”.
The First Coming Of Jesus

Tonight we reflect upon Jesus’ first coming… the coming of the babe in the flesh.  Why was it necessary for God to come into the world?  What was his mission, and what power does Jesus have for accomplishing that mission?  These are some of the questions we want to reflect upon.
· The need for Jesus coming in the flesh.

· What are the righteous demands of God (see Leviticus 11:45, Matthew 5:48)?
· What are some strategies people use to deal with God’s righteous demands (see Matthew 7:3-5, James 2:10)?
· What is God’s answer to our strategies (see Job 13:9, Matthew 23:12, Psalms 14:2-3, Romans 6:23a)?
· Why do you think the concept of earning salvation clings so tenaciously to people?

· The purpose of Jesus coming in the flesh.

· How did Jesus explain his mission (see Luke 19:10, Matthew 20:28, Matthew 5:17)?

· The mission of Hitler was to establish a new Rome run by the “master” race.  The mission of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was to promote equal rights for all men.  The mission of Ghandi was to throw off the yoke of British rule.  We may have more humble purposes and missions in life, such as simply raising our children.  How does the purpose of Jesus’ life differ from the greatest achievements of any other man or woman who ever lived?

· The power of Jesus coming in the flesh.
· If we think of the great mission that Jesus had, we would think that he would come in an impressive fashion.  But that is not the way God worked.  How does the Scriptures describe the coming of Jesus (see Isaiah 53:1-2, Philippians 2:5-7)?
· Yet even in coming in such a lowly fashion, what power did he display (see Matthew 9:1-6)?

· Reflect this week upon Jesus’ coming in the flesh, and how he came to provide us with our greatest need. 
