Good Shepherd Advent Series 2003
The Three “Comings” of Jesus

Advent is a time when we reflect upon the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We reflect upon the length God has gone to restore us to a relationship with himself.  We reflect upon the depth of the gift he has given us in His Son.  We reflect upon the future return of Jesus Christ, and we reflect upon his coming into each of our lives personally.  Join us on this Advent journey, as you open your heart and mind to all God has given you and desires to give you in Christ!  We will reflect and meditate upon the indescribable mercy and grace of God revealed in the Jesus Christ in three devotions entitled “The Three ‘Comings’ Of Jesus”.
The Third Coming Of Jesus

This evening we will reflect upon the end of the ages and the culmination of history at the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Tonight we reflect upon Jesus’ first coming… the coming of the babe in the flesh.  Why was it necessary for God to come into the world?  What was his mission, and what power does Jesus have for accomplishing that mission?  These are some of the questions we want to reflect upon.
· The need for Jesus to return.

· If you have faith in Jesus Christ, you are a new creation, the old has gone.  The kingdom of God has come to your heart.  However, you are called to live out your life, not in isolation from the world, but as salt and light in the world.  How does the Christian experience the need for Jesus’ return (see Romans 8:18-23, Isaiah 65:24-25, Revelation 22:1-5)?
· How does the Christian experience the need for a culmination of the restoration in Christ (see Romans 7:21-25)?

· The purpose of Jesus’ return.

· What will happen to those who have faith in Jesus upon His return (see Matthew 24:30-31, Revelation 22:12-15)?
· Can we hold out such promise for those who have rejected the grace of Jesus Christ (see Revelation 19:11-21)?

· The power of Jesus’ return.
· We began our advent journey looking at the first coming of Jesus, humble and as a helpless babe in a manger.  We will once again celebrate that incomprehensible gift next Wednesday in our Christmas Eve remembrance of God’s gift to the world.  A gift that was necessitated because of our rebellion against our Creator.  Thanks be to God that he did not abandon us.  Now is the day of salvation, now is the time when the doors to heaven our wide open.  He came as a servant, intercedes for us as our priest, but will return again as a conquering king, which no power in all of creation will be able to resist.  How is the authority of Jesus described in Philippians 2:9-11?
· I think it is appropriate to end our reflection on the three ‘comings’ of Jesus by reading His prayer for us responsively whole verse by whole verse as found in John 17:20-26.  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you now and forever!  Amen!
