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Benefits of the Resurrection

The word resurrection occurs 41 times in the New Testament in 40 separate verses of the Scriptures.  This morning I would like us to explore some of these passages and dig into what some of the benefits God conveys to us in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
1. Read Romans 10:9-10 and Romans 5:10.  What great benefit is associated with the resurrection?  Why do you think Paul doesn’t mention the sacrificial death of Christ here?

2. Read John 11:23-27, John 14:19.  What event is this referring to?  What promise is Jesus making here?  How in particular would you interpret verse 26?

3. How did the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ transform the New Testament community (see Acts 4:32-35, Romans 7:4)?
4. What assurance does the resurrection provide to you about the true nature of Jesus and His word (see Romans 1:1-4, John 8:28)?

5. What connection is there between the resurrection and our Baptism (see Romans 6:1-5, Romans 6:13, 1 Peter 3:18-22)?  Although the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is closely united as one act of God’s work of redemption, based on these verses would you associate the resurrection more closely with justification in the believers life, or sanctification in the believers life?
6. See also how closely the resurrection is associated with justification (see Romans 4:22-25).

7. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-18.  Discuss some of the things that Paul emphasizes as the importance of the resurrection.
8. Because of the future hope we have in the resurrection, how are we to live out our lives (1 Cor. 15:53-58)?
9. What gives Christians the power to endure suffering in this life (see Phil. 3:7-11, Hebrews 11:35-40, 1 Peter 1:3-5)?
