Being a Blessing

Moving from Church Growth to Kingdom Growth
Lesson 3
Post-Modernism
Duke Ellington is dead. I don't have to believe it if I don't want to." - Alistair Cooke 

""[Post Modernism]......is the belief that direction, evolution and progression have ended in social history, and society is based instead upon the decline of absolute truths, and the rise of relativity......"

Philosophical and Sociological thinkers who use ideas based on Post Modernism do not agree as to whether this has happened or will happen or will never happen; neither can they agree as to whether it is a positive development or a negative one.
Despite the above confusion, we can identify a number of basic points which all theories of Post Modernity share in common:-

The decline of any absolute truths - the creation of relativity The lack of purpose and direction in historical change (decline of teleology) The fragmentation and division of all academic subjects into a variety of perspectives - with no 'answers', no agreement The fragmentation of cultural forms into a "playful celebration" of chaos. 

1. When applied to society, a Post Modern world would be one where there is no one, single, universally agreed principle of knowledge and organization. In Western European society, Post Modernity is believed to exist due to the apparent failure of science to explain and control all. 
2. When applied to academic subjects, 'evidence' for Post Modernity is seen in the fact that there is no single paradigm. 
"Postmodernism" is a word which simply sums up the way much of the world thinks today. It includes these viewpoints: 

· There is no objective absolute truth. "Truth" is what you believe it to be. Something can be "true for you, but not true for me". 

· "Choice" is a big virtue in our consumer society. And choice extends to value systems, beliefs, and lifestyle choices. All are seen as equally valid. Choice of religious belief is by mix and match - whatever you feel comfortable with. 

Postmodernism therefore encourages such choose-it-yourself faiths as the New Age Movement. The ethos of the Internet relates closely to the postmodern view - everyone is free to offer, or find, any viewpoint (e.g. The Wiki and the Wikipedia).
An Example (by Will McRaney, Ph.D.)
Lindsay is a prime example of someone who is radically post-modern and confused about the Gospel, in spite of her many and varied religious experiences.

In conducting a video interview with 22-year-old Lindsay, I discovered interesting insights into her beliefs and background. She was articulate, well-traveled, and open to discussing her beliefs. She spoke freely about her views of God or, in her case, god. She stated that god was everywhere and in everything, including the cigarette she was smoking. "I am smoking god," she said.

At various points in her life, Lindsay had tried Baptist churches, Catholic churches, Buddhist temples and even aura readings but found organized religion a major turnoff. She acknowledged the Bible had some good morals but believed that people take it too literally. She believed in miracles and even the possibility of the resurrection of Jesus. Regarding Jesus, she said he was a leader; whether he was a fictional or real leader does not matter to her.

Lindsay holds several other positions that are quite strange. She described God with impersonal language, yet when asked about what God requires of us, she used personal language to describe God. She did not believe in absolute truth, but in an individual absolute truth, even if the respective truths are in direct contradiction to each other.

How should the church and, in particular, individual Christians respond to the Lindsays – the confused who occupy every single neighborhood in America? Lindsay may seem "out there," but in reality, most of the people who walk the streets – and many who occupy our church rolls – are confused as well. 

We live in a post-modern context in which people no longer are looking to the institutional church for answers to their deep spiritual questions and needs as their grandparents and parents did.

Hope in the Midst of Chaos
Despite all the talk of relativity and embracing chaos, it is hard to go through life with no connection to anything.  People are still hungering for authenticity and meaningful relationships.  They want to be connected to SOMETHING.  In State College, there is a Baptist church called The Journey that was started to explicitly reach out to post-moderns.  Many of their crowd are 20somethings.  They employ many different music mediums in their worship service, BUT (and remember this is a Baptist church), they say the Apostles Creed and have communion EVERY SUNDAY!  

The picture that comes to my mind in sharing the faith is Mars Hill (see Acts 17:22-23).  Yet for all Paul’s rhetorical ability and brilliant speaking, what was the result (see Acts 17:32-34)?

Instead Christian should speak the language of love, and if necessary use words:

Romans 13:8 - 

What is the relationship of love and truth (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)?

Where do find out what true love is (see 1 John 3:11-16)?
What does this true love look like (see 1 John 4:7-11)?
Ministering to the post-modern is really not much different to ministering people of every time and place.  People will see Jesus THROUGH your transformed life.  The Holy Spirit is the one who ultimately draws people to faith and transforms.  Repentance will come and attachment to the one who is THE TRUTH will transform a life from uncertain chaos, to a certain, real and exciting future.  With confidence in the power of God we can place the results in His capable hands, and we can be freed to be His instruments to BE A BLESSING!
