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Qualifications

	Qualification
	Bible Verse(s)

	Self-controlled
	1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8

	Hospitable
	1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8

	Able to teach
	1 Tim 3:2; 5:17; Titus 1:9

	Not violent but gentle
	1 Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7

	Not quarrelsome
	1 Tim 3:3

	Not a lover of money
	1 Tim 3:3

	Not a recent convert
	1 Tim 3:6

	Has a good reputation with outsiders
	1 Tim 3:7

	Not overbearing
	Titus 1:7

	Not quick-tempered
	Titus 1:7

	Loves what is good
	Titus 1:8

	Upright, holy
	Titus 1:8

	Disciplined
	Titus 1:8

	Above reproach
	1 Tim 3:2; 1 Tim 3:9; Titus 1:6

	Husband of one wife
	1 Tim 3:2; 1 Tim 3:9; Titus 1:6

	Temperate
	1 Tim 3:2; 1 Tim 3:8; Titus 1:7

	Respectable
	1 Tim 3:2; 1 Tim 3:8

	Not given to drunkenness
	1 Tim 3:3; 1 Tim 3:8; Titus 1:7

	Manages his own family well
	1 Tim 3:4; 1 Tim 3:12

	Sees that his children obey him
	1 Tim 3:4-5; 1 Tim 3:12; Titus 1:6

	Does not pursue dishonest gain
	1 Tim 3:8; Titus 1:7

	Keeps hold of the deep truths
	1 Tim 3:9; Titus 1:9

	Sincere
	1 Tim 3:8

	Tested
	1 Tim 3:10


What is the Ministry?

God has entrusted the means of grace, Word and Sacraments, to all believers, who as the apostle Peter tells us, are the royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5-9).  The Great Commission makes every Christian a witness of the Gospel (Matthew 28:19).  In a technical sense there are not many ministries in a church (although we speak in those terms), but there is only one ministry.  Every Christian, young or old, man, woman or child shares in this ministry as a person who believes in Jesus Christ as their Savior.

But ministry in the New Testament also has a more restricted sense that refers to the office of the public pastoral ministry.  By God’s express will, in accordance to the stated criteria in the table above, it is a specially authorized and chartered office in which a qualified man is to be called by the Christian believers gathered at one place in a congregation.  The rights and responsibilities of the spiritual priesthood belong to them, but they are not each to administer the means of grace, Word and Sacraments, for themselves publicly, but they are to call (elect, chose, appoint), a qualified man to do this on their behalf.  Luther never lost sight of the fact that God had established the public pastoral office through the congregation’s call and for its sake (read Ephesians 4:11-13).
From Luther’s Small Catechism

What is the Office of the Keys?
The office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.

Where is this written?

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty:  The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)

What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular when the exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.
