Finding Community

Recently Alyssa and I were on a mission trip to Zambia.  While some of places we visited were horrifyingly poor and the amount of physical problems we encountered were overwhelming, there was also a deep sense of community in some of those same places.  As we helped to repair an old ladies home in the compound you could see and feel community coming together for a common purpose.  Although our neighbors are all friendly enough, rarely do I get that depth of feeling of community in our own neighborhood.  It takes something like the Blizzard of ’93 to get that kind of feeling.  What about the church?

Does the church always give you the feeling of community?  What are some things that make it difficult for the church in our society to build a deep sense of community?

2 Corinthians 13:11-14 (11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you.  14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.)

– What is the basis for Christian community?  What does the Trinity tells us about that community (see also 1 John 1:1-4)?-That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
Read Acts 2:42 – And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. - What are the marks of Christian community?  How does each of those marks contribute to building community?

If a family is a community, what is the vision/purpose that holds it together as a community?

What happens to a family or any community organization that loses its vision/purpose?

What is the vision/purpose that holds a community of Christians together?

What are some ways you can think of to help build Christian community?

Let’s finish together by reading together 1 John 1:7:

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

