God Makes All Things New In His Time
A Bible Study as we enter the New Year

As we enter the New Year many people will try to do a “new” thing.  Some will succeed and some will fail, but God’s promise of doing a new thing never fails.  Let’s reflect upon God’s promises of doing new things.

1. God’s is the sole originator of truly new things.  See Genesis 1:1ff.  By contrast, our efforts at newness seem to be nothing more than a repetition or repackaging of past mistakes and past successes (see Ecclesiastes 1:9-10).  It is said of weather forecasting that the best you can hope to do is tie the weather.  More often than not, the forecaster falls short of that tie.  After the fall, how has our use of God’s creation become analogous to weather forecasting?  
2. Can you think of some “new” things that have been tried by society or individuals that have turned out to be far less beneficial than originally promised?  How is the culture of a university especially susceptible to this (see Acts 17:20-21)?  See also 1 Corinthians 1:27-29.
3. Into the midst of our struggle to do a “new” thing, and many times falling far short of our hopes and dreams, the prophets have spoken the Word of God, and said that it is God that will truly do a new thing.  See Isaiah 42:9, 43:19, Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 36:24-26.
4. Despite the Lord’s declaring that He is the one that will do a new thing, why do you believe that so many people persist in trying to do their own “new” thing?  It what way our Jesus’ words in Matthew 9:16-17 a warning against thinking we can be the originator of the “new” thing?  What do our best efforts fail to bring us?

5. Where do we find the new thing that is really needed (see Matthew 26:26-28)?  See also Hebrews 8:13 and 9:11-15.  Notice how Christ did not come by man made efforts (reread verse 11).  Contrast the old covenant with the new covenant in Christ (see Hebrews 12:18-24).  How is this new covenant of Christ received (see Hebrews 11:39)?
6. But God does not end His new thing with forgiveness of sins (as great as that is).  What other new thing does he promise to do in Christ (see Colossians 3:9-11)?

7. Yet the struggle in a sinful and fallen world will continue.  What does the prophet call us to remember in the midst of that trouble (see Lamentations 3:19-23)?

8. What final new things does God declare that he will do (see 1 Corinthians 15:51-56, Revelation 21:1-5)?
