Heat
The fact of suffering undoubtedly constitutes the single greatest challenge to the Christian faith, and has been in every generation.  Its distribution and degree appear to be entirely random and therefore unfair.  Sensitive spirits ask if it can possibly be reconciled with God’s justice and love.
There are certain things we believe about God as Christians.
1. God is All-Powerful (Omnipotent)
2. God is All-Knowing (Omniscient)
3. God is All-Good
Let’s examine each of these attributes of God in light of suffering.

God Is All-Powerful
What does it mean when we say God is all-powerful?  Are there certain things that God can’t do?

How would you respond to the line of reason that since God is the creator of all-things, then he is the creator of evil (hint:  think about the freedom human beings were created with as you come up with an answer)?

God Is All-Knowing
God knows not only the present, but the future.  Is it possible God chooses not to intervene in every painful situation because he knows the greater good that will result?
What is the greatest tragedy ever perpetrated in the world?  What resulted from that tragedy?

Where does the majority of pain and suffering come from that we experience?

God is All-Good
Read Romans 5:1-5

Think of times in your interaction with others where you have allowed pain (suffering) to occur because the end result would be good?

How does knowing that God himself choose to enter into our suffering affect your view of suffering?

Let’s consider the words of God in his answer to Job in Job 38-41.  If you were to sum up God’s response Job in one word, what would that one word answer be?  Would his answer be any different to you and I?

Can you think of times in your own life when suffering has brought you into a deeper relationship with God?

Read Proverbs 3:5.















